
TURNER COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2025 

TURNER COUNTY COMMISSION ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Turner County Board of Adjustment meeting was called to order by Chairman Schmeichel at 

11:00AM. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present: 

• Chairman Schmeichel 

• Commissioner Haase 

• Commissioner Ciampa 

• Commissioner Meyer 

• Commissioner Miller 

County Staff Present: 

• Planning and Zoning Director Johnson 

• State’s Attorney Hoffman 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 

Chairman Schmeichel asked if there were any changes to the agenda. No changes were proposed. 

Motion: Commissioner Haase moved to approve the agenda. 

Second: Commissioner Meyer 

Voice Vote: Yeas – All, Nays – None 

Motion Carried 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Chairman Schmeichel asked if there were any changes to the minutes from the July 15, 2025, meeting. No 

changes were proposed. 

Motion: Commissioner Miller moved to approve the July 15, 2025, meeting minutes. 

Second: Commissioner Meyer 

Voice Vote: Yeas – All, Nays – None 

Motion Carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Slade Ammann spoke about the negative effects Dakota Protein Solutions has had on him and his family, 

including his active kids.  

Ryan Sorensen spoke about the negative effects Dakota Protein Solutions has had on him and the football 

team. Noting the thick air and bad smell has made football practice difficult at times.  

Maurice Waltner spoke about the effects of Dakota Protein Solutions. States he lives 3 miles south and 

west of the plant and that the smell at times reaches his property at times and tends to stay due to being in 

a valley area.  

Tiffany Mehlhaff spoke about the smell of Dakota Protein Solutions. She presented the board with a 

petition signed by more than 300 people. The petition was explained to have signatures and some 

comments. Tiffany spoke about different lawsuits involving rendering plants. She explained that if the 

smell is bad then the air quality is harmful to the body.  



Larry Timmerman spoke about the negative effects Dakota Protein Solutions has had noting the toxic 

odor and the vomit stage of the odor. He also noted that Dakota Protein Solutions has been a total failure, 

and he would rather go back to living close to a feedlot than living in Freeman when the odor is bad. He 

shared concerns about the long-term effects and would like to see the plant shut down.  

Blaine Saarie spoke about wanting the community of Freeman to be heard and wants clean air for 

Freeman. Feels that Dakota Protein Solutions processes are not working and believes that they are having 

to start over with figuring out the issues. He believes that DPS does not want it this want and will work 

towards fixing the problems.  

Amy Cummings spoke about the overwhelming smell coming from Dakota Protein Solutions and that her 

kids will comment on the smell. She feels that DPS should exist responsibly to protect the health and 

peace of the Freeman community.  

Kristi Stahl spoke about the bad smell from Dakota Protein Solutions and is worried about when it comes 

time to irrigate. She feels that the business along Hwy 81 is suffering from the smell and that there has 

been no follow-through with what DPS promised.  

Scott Hanshaw spoke about Dakota Protein Solutions. He states he moved here 4 years ago from Denver 

and felt he was escaping the smells from Denver only to move to Freeman area and now feels like a 

prisoner in his own home. He feels that sports teams are struggling to practice with the odor in the air. 

States in the past, businesses could operate with doors open for ventilation and some fresh air. Now doors 

must remain closed to keep the odor out of the buildings.  

Micah Graber spoke about Dakota Protein Solutions and the concerns for the health of people in town, 

future growth of homes and businesses and what could happen to the real estate market with the smell that 

is happening every day.  

Chairman Schmeichel closed public comment at 11:22am. 

 

   

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

At 11:22 AM, the Board conducted a review of the Conditional Use Permit for Dakota Protein Solutions, 

LLC. Director Johnson explained that the CUP, granted on September 14, 2021, for the operation of a 

rendering facility, was under review due to noncompliance with several conditions. These included the 

absence of a road haul agreement with both the Turner County Highway Department and Childstown 

Township, failure to apply dust control twice annually on 440th Avenue between 280th and 279th Streets, 

and evidence of animal carcasses stored on the ground or in trailers, which violated the permit conditions. 

Director Johnson noted that the next step would be for the Board to schedule a hearing on the CUP at the 

next regular meeting. 

Representatives from Dakota Protein Solutions addressed the Board. Paul Kostboth, from A1 

Development, stated that he had recently been engaged to assist with permit compliance. He said he had 

contacted both the township and the Turner County Highway Department on August 19, 2025, regarding 

road haul agreements. Paul also explained that dust control materials had been on hand for several weeks, 

but the township advised waiting until the road was built up before applying them. Regarding carcass 

storage, he clarified that while trailers occasionally sit before being unloaded, they are not intended for 

storage. Going forward, the plan is to keep trailers tarped, although this may increase odor during warm 

weather. 

Scott Stern, a part-owner of Dakota Protein Solutions, also spoke. He expressed his ties to the Freeman 

community and his desire to create economic opportunities there. He acknowledged the challenges of 

operating a rendering facility and noted that each facility is unique. Stern discussed issues with the 



holding pond, explaining that fats and solids were not breaking down properly. He said the company plans 

to resolve this after the lagoon is drained for irrigation and will prevent fats from entering the lagoon in 

the future. 

Stern also addressed the air scrubber system, noting that additional airflow is needed, which has led to 

doors being kept open at the facility. Water quality has also been problematic, as the current mix of water, 

chemicals, and minerals is not effective. Dakota Protein Solutions is exploring alternative water solutions. 

The facility currently uses about 20,000 gallons of water daily and plans to secure 16,000 gallons per day 

from a new source. In addition, a 50,000-gallon freshwater tank will be added, and B-Y Water’s planned 

upgrades may allow the facility to eventually reach full capacity from a single source. 

Stern emphasized that the company is committed to addressing these issues, though timelines will vary 

due to supplier contracts. He also requested that employees be treated respectfully, asking if any concerns 

are directed to the owners rather than staff. 

The Board agreed to hold the CUP hearing on September 23, 2025, at 6:30 PM, with the location to be 

determined. 

Following this discussion, SECOG representative Levi presented a draft of the new comprehensive plan. 

The Board reviewed the draft, suggested corrections, and agreed to continue working with Levi at future 

meetings. 

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

Discussion items included: Stop Orders and Building permit 

No motions were made. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on September 23, 2025, at 6:30pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion: Commissioner Haase moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:35 PM. 

Second: Commissioner Meyer 

Voice Vote: Yeas – All, Nays – None 

Motion Carried 

 
 


